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explicit. The difficiilties which meet the enmnerator in the prosecu- 
tion of his inquiries are taken up at length, and much excellent 
suggestion is given as to the best method of procedure. 

According to the author, the statistics in regard to the average 
number of persons employed in industrial estabhshments, the capital 
invested, and expenses and profits are practically never answered 
with precision, and have to be used with great caution. It is also 
stated that of the industrial returns in Massachusetts about 75 per 
cent are substantially correct, and that the remaining 25 -per cent are 
usually of small estabhshments, and do not represent more than 10 per 
cent of the total product. A short but interesting chapter gives an 
account of the various machines which are in use for calculating, and 
which thus considerably hghten the work of the statistician. This 
book should be of service also to the economist and student of statistical 
reports, for he can there learn much of the difficulties which stand in 
the way of complete success, and will be greatly aided in interpreting 
statistics, and in arriving at juster conclusions. 



THE CENSUS ACT FOR 1890. 



The following is an abstract of the most important provisions of 
the Act (approved March, 1889) for taking the eleventh and subse- 
quent censuses: 

Sec. 1. Provides that the census of population, wealth, and indus- 
try shall be taken as of the date June 1, 1890. 

Sec. 2. That there shall be estabUshed in the Department of the 
Interior a Census Office, the chief officer of which shall be the Super- 
intendent of Census. 

Sec. 3. That the Superintendent of Census shall receive an annual 
salary of $6000, and shall employ a certain number of clerks and 
laborers. 

Sec. 4. That by the 1st of March, 1890, there shall be appointed 
supervisors of census in each state and territory, the number of which 
shall not exceed 175. 



51] The Census Act for 1890. 177 

Sec. 5. That each supervisor of census shall divide his district into 
subdivisions most convenient for enumeration, and for each subdivi- 
sion an enumerator shall be appointed. The supervisor shall transmit 
to the enumerators the schedules and give the necessary instructions. 
He shall examine and scrutinize the returns, and forward these to the 
Superintendent. 

Sec. 6. Each supervisor shall receive the sum of $125, and in addi- 
tion, in thickly settled districts, $1 for each thousand, or majority 
fraction of a thousand, of the population; and in sparcely settled dis- 
tricts 11.40 for each thousand or majority fraction; an allowance for 
clerk hire may also be made, provided that in the aggregate no super- 
visor shall be paid less than the sum of 1500. 

Sec. 7. That all mail matter of the Census shall be transported 
free of postage. 

Sec. 8. That enumerators shall subscribe to a stated oath. 

Sec. 9. That each enumerator shall visit, personally, each dwelUng 
house and family and individual Uving out of a family to obtain the 
several items of information. That special agents may be employed 
to emmierate the Indians within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
classifying as to Indians taxed and Indians not taxed. 

Sec. 10. That enumerators shall be compensated with an allowance 
not exceeding two cents for each living inhabitant, two cents for each 
death reported, fifteen cents for each farm, and twenty cents for each 
estabUshment of productive industry; and for each surviving soldier, 
sailor, or marine, or widows of such, five cents: that in other subdi- 
visions, according to the difficulty of enumeration, compensation may 
be allowed not less than $3 nor more than $6 per day of ten hours, 
when a per diem compensation is estabhshed; nor more than three 
cents for each inhabitant, twenty cents for each farm, and thirty cents 
for each estabhshment of productive industry, when a per capita com- 
pensation is deemed advisable. No claim for mileage or travelling 
expenses is to be allowed, except in extreme cases. 

Sec. 11. That the subdivision assigned to any emunerator shall 
not exceed 4000 inhabitants, as near as may be. 

Secs. 12 AND 13. That neglect or refusal to perform duties shall 
be punished by certain defined penalties. 

Secs. 15 and 16. That every person more than twenty years of 
age is required to render true accounts of every person belonging to 
the family, and upon refusal may be fined not exceeding $100. Re- 
fusal of officers of corporations to answer may be fined not exceeding 
$10,000, to which may be added imprisonment for a period not ex- 
ceeding one year. 

Sec. 17. That the schedule of inquiries shall be similar to those 
employed in the Tenth Census, "it being the intent of this section to 
give to said Secretary full discretion over the form of the schedule; 
that there should be a special schedule for the names, organizations, 
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and length of service of those who served in the army, navy, or 
marine corps of the United States in the war of the RebelUon, and 
who are survivors and the widows of soldiers, sailors, or marines; 
also that the population schedules shall include an inquiry as to the 
niunber of negroes, mulattoes, quadroons, and octoroons. There shall 
be pubhshed the statistics of the population, industry, and resources 
of the district of Alaska. There shall be collected the statistics relat- 
ing to the collected indebtedness of private corporations and individu- 
als, and also information relating to animals not on farms. The 
only volumes that shall be prepared shall relate to population and 
social statistics relating thereto, the products of manufactories, mining, 
and agriculture, mortality, and vital statistics, valuation and public 
indebtedness, recorded indebtedness and to statistics relating to rail- 
road corporations, incorporated express, telegraph and insurance 
companies, a Ust of the names, organization, and length of service of 
svirviving soldiers, sailors, and marines, and the widows of soldiers, 
sailors, and marines. 

Sec. 18. That mortaUty statistics may be obtained in cities or 
states from local authorities; that manufacturing, mining, and social 
statistics may be collected by experts, as also the statistics of fishing, 
cattle, insurance, and transportation industries. That the special 
agents shall in no case be compensated more than 16 a day. 

Sec. 19. That the enumeration shall be complete on or before the 
first day of July, and in any city having over 10,000 inhabitants 
under the census of 1880, the enumeration shall be taken within two 
weeks of the first Monday of June. That the sum of $6,400,000 be 
the maximum cost of the Census, exclusive of printing, engraving, 
and binding. 

Sec. 23. That population statistics shall be furnished to mimicipal 
governments upon appUcation, to be paid for at the rate of twenty-five 
cents for each hundred names. 



CENSUS OF DEAF-MUTES. 



An interesting report on the defective classes of the United States 
was recently made to the Census Committee of the United States 
Senate by Prof. A. Graham Bell. From Prof. Bell's report, pubhshed 
in full in Science, Jan. 18, 1889, the following abstract has been con- 
densed: 



